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Principles  
The overarching aim for English is to promote the high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a 
strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading 
for enjoyment, drawing upon the wider curriculum. This, in turn, helps build a rich curriculum 
where intent and implementation leads to the impact and improved outcomes for children. 

Intent 

At Oyster Park Primary Academy, we believe that a quality English curriculum should develop children’s love of 
reading, writing and discussion. We have a rigorous and well organised English curriculum that provides many 
purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion based upon core research principles.  

Through the Literacy Counts, Read to Write approach we intend our children by the end of their primary learning 
journey to have developed a love of writing; to be able to express their thoughts and ideas clearly and creatively 
through the written word as aspiring authors. We also intend to create writers who can re-read, edit and improve 
their own writing, and enable pupils to be able to confidently use the essential skills of grammar, punctuation and 
spelling. We set high expectations for all our children to take pride in their work and have a fluent, consistent cursive 
handwriting style alongside allowing their imaginations to flourish.   

Through using high-quality vehicle texts, immersion in vocabulary rich learning environments and ensuring new 
curriculum expectations and the progression of skills are met, our children will be exposed to a language rich, 
creative and progressive English curriculum which will not only enable them to become primary literate but will also 
develop and nurture a love of reading, creative writing and purposeful speaking and listening. 

 

Implementation 

In order to help us to develop confident, enthusiastic writers who can express themselves in a variety of different 
styles and across a variety of context, English is taught explicitly through daily lessons and is built upon throughout 
the wider curriculum allowing pupils with the opportunity to apply taught skills for a range of purposes and 
audiences.  

We adopt the Read to Write approach to support the teaching of writing. Across the year writing is blocked based 
upon carefully planned units of work that are centred upon engaging key high-quality, vocabulary rich vehicle texts 
providing a wealth of writing opportunities. Teaching blocks focus on fiction, non-fiction or poetry, in line with the 
2014 National Curriculum and comprehension, grammar and writing are embedded within lessons. 

At Oyster Park Primary, we acknowledge the importance of fostering a love of literature from an early age. We 

implement the Read To Write Foundation approach to support our planning and delivery of writing. Comprehensive 
termly units that have been constructed in line with the newly implemented Early Years Foundation Stage 

Curriculum and Development Matters 2021. Units provide practical ways for young children to engage, explore 

and enjoy communicating through writing at their individual stage of development. 
 

From Year 1 to Year 6, the teaching of Writing is taught through 4 stages - Immerse, Analyse, Plan and Write. Planning 
follows the detailed Read to Write Units of work that centre on engaging, vocabulary-rich texts, and provides a 
wealth of writing incidental opportunities within and across the curriculum. It also ensures clear, sequential episodes 
of learning; contextualised spelling, grammar and punctuation; wider reading for the wider curriculum; curriculum 
enrichments and model texts linked to writing outcomes. 
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At Oyster Park we:  
 

• Teach English on a daily basis across the school 

• Tailor our planning to the needs of our class   

• Moderate our pupils’ writing frequently within Key Stages, Multi academies Trust and local authority    

• Excite our children through author visits 

• Use high quality literature to plan  

• Use Assessment for Learning and encourage our children to be active in reviewing the successes in their work and 
identifying areas for improvement  

• Celebrate children’s writing  
 

Impact 

With the implementation of the writing journey being well established and taught thoroughly in both key stages the 

pupils at Oyster Park Primary Academy, will make good progress from their own personal starting points. By the end 

of their primary journey pupils will be able to write clearly, confidently and accurately. Our pupils will be able to 
adapt their language choices and style for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. Our pupils will acquire a 
broad and rich vocabulary and have a strong command of the written word. Most importantly, they will develop a 
love of writing and be well equipped for the rest of their education. 
 
The impact of a high-quality English Writing curriculum will be: 

• Pupils will become knowledgeable about the different reasons in which writers are moved to write: to teach, 
persuade or influence, entertain, paint with words, reflect and to make a record.  

• Pupils become increasingly knowledgeable about the variety of ways in which writers can reach and leave an 
impression on a variety of audiences through writing. 

• Pupils will become increasingly knowledgeable about strategies and techniques writers use to realise their 
writing intentions. 

• Pupils become increasingly knowledgeable about how grammar functions within the craft of writing. 
Through authentic, embedded use, children become knowledgeable about grammatical and linguistic terms. 

• Pupils become increasingly knowledgeable about how writers’ use of punctuation and other conventions 
aids their audience’s ability to read their writing easily and as they intended. 

• Pupils become increasingly knowledgeable about how writers proofread their writing effectively and so 
correct unsure spellings before a piece of writing goes to publication. 

• Pupils will learn typical spelling patterns and how words are constructed. They also become knowledgeable 
about different techniques for learning spellings. 

• Pupils will become increasingly more knowledgeable about the importance writers place on word choice and 
on increasing their vocabulary.  

• Pupils will develop a love of writing and be well equipped for secondary school 
• Pupils will acquire a wide vocabulary and use this across the curriculum both verbally and in written work 
• Pupils make good progress from their own starting point 
• Pupils will achieve age related expectations across the wider curriculum. 
• The % of pupils working at ARE within each year group will be at least in line with national averages. 

As all aspects of English are an integral part of the curriculum, cross curricular writing standards will have improved 
and skills taught in discrete English lessons are transferred into other subjects; this shows consolidation of skills and 
a deeper understanding of how and when to apply specific spelling, grammar and punctuation skills.  

 

 
 
 
 


